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SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS 


This report is based on interviews with almost 1,000 Polish visitors 
and refugees in the West, who left Poland between April 1958 and March 1961. 
The respondents were grouped in two samples, one preponderantly refugee and 


the second preponderantly visitor. 


(1) More than half of all the interviewees consider that it is RFE's 
main task to broadcast true and objective information abéut current events. 
The second most important task, according to both samples,is to unmask 
the communist regime, to point to its mistakes, to correct the distorted 


picture provided by Polish regime media and to fight communisn. 


(2) Whereas a third of the Polish respondents who arrived in the 
West prior to May 1960 considered broadcasting information about the West 
as one of RFE's main tasks, only 17 per cent of the sample interviewed 
during the past twelve months held this opinion. (Visitors dominated in 
the 1960 sampling ). 


(3) While refugees attached considerable importance to RFE's keeping 
the listeners' spirit alive, visitors appeared less concemed with this 
task, while placing greater emphasis on RFE's "Polish character". Nearly 
half of the visitors allocated various "Polish tasks" to RFE, compared to 
about a quarter of the refugees. Ten per cent of the preponderantly visitor 
sample went so far as to say that one of RFE's main tasks is "to promote 
the Polish cause in the West" and more than half said that this station was 
"very much concerned with Polish affairs." 


(4) Three quarters of the earlier sample considered that REE had to 
a considerable extent succeeded in fulfilling its major tasks and had 
helped to increase the number of anti-communists in Poland. Respondents 
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ascribed this effectiveness mainly to RFE's anti-communism and 
influence rather than to the fact that it broadcasts information 
about the West. 


(5) As far as accuracy is concerned, BBC appears to enjoy a 
better reputation than RFE. On the other hand, a large proportion 
of respondents considered RFE to be more "forceful" than other Western 


broadcasters. 


2 


(6) The majority of the respondents had no doubt that RFE was 
the most influential Western station in Poland. This view was held 
by most people with secondary and university education, regardless of 
whether they were visitors or refugees. Among people with elementary 
education, greater emphasis is placed on RFE's influence by refugees 


than by visitors. 


(7) The following reasons (in rank order) were given by respondents 


for RFE's preponderant influence in Poland compared to other stations: 


ae all day broadcasting and good reception 
b. the length and comprehensiveness of its program schedule 


c. the fact that it is the most popular station and is 
most listened to; its Polish character. 


The Sample 


This report is based on two samples. The first (to be called S$ 1) con- 
sists of 484 respondents who were interviewed during the period April 1958 
to September 1960.It is estimated that up to four fifths of the interviewees 
were refugees who left Poland at the beginning of 1958 at the earliest and in 
June 1960 at the latest. The remainder were visitors. 

The second sample (to be called S 2) consists of 490 respondents who were 
interviewed during the period between May 1960 and the end of March 1961. A 
majority of 75 per cent of this sample were visitors and only 25 per cent were 


refugees. A detailed breakdown of the two samples will be-found in the Annex. 
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The respondents in both samples were asked to state what they thought to be the 


main tasks of RFE. Before considering their replies, it should be realized that 


respondents approached this question from two points of view: they considered not 


only what RFE's tasks actually were, but also what in their opinion they should bee 


Thus the image of RFE reflected in these answers is composed of listeners' perceptions 


as well as of their wishes and suggestions. A typical example is the demand that RFE 


"should promote the Polish cause in the West", listed by lo per cent of the S 2 sample 


as an RFE task. The differences between the tasks ascribed to RFE by visitors and 


refugees also reveal that listeners took their own particular interests into account 


when replying to this question. 


Table 1 


What do you think are the main tasks of RFE broadcasts to your country fs 


To give true and objective information about current events 


To unmask the communist regime ,point out its mistakes ,correct 
commmist lies and distorted picture given by home media, 
fight communism 


To describe life in the West, the Western point of view; 
to maintain contact with the West 


To keep people's spirit alive and help them resist communism 


To maintain contact between Poles in the West and the homeland; 
to describe their life 


To broadcast about events in Poland and Poland's 


- position in the world and to comment 


To draw comparisons between life in the West and in Poland 
To ediwate 

To cultivate Polish traditions 

To mold public opinion 

To entertain 

To promote the Polish cause in the West 

Other answers 

Don't know, no answer 

Total ** 

Number of cases 


* less than 1 % 
** more than 100 % because of miltiple answers 
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The figures contained in Table 1 display in many respects a significant 


similarity, particularly remarkable if we consider that S 1 consisted mainly of 


refugees and S 2 mainly of visitors and that there is an appreciable interviewing 
time interval. The slightly lower percentages in the S 2 colum stem from the 
fact that the S$ 1 respondents mentioned on an average at least two tasks, while 
listeners of the S 2 group averaged slightly less (1.8) than two answers. Also 


there were more "don't know" answers among S 2. 


More than half of the respondents in both samples considered that the main 
task of RFE was to broadcast true and objective information about current events. 
They did not limit the scope of this information to any particular area, so it 
may be assumed that they included both news about the West and news about the 
East under this heading. About a tenth of both samples, however, did specifically 


mention that RFE's task was also to broadcast about events in Poland. 


Great stress was laid by both samples on RFE's anti-communist character. 
Forty-one per cent of S31 and a third of S 2 said that one of RFE's main tasks 
was to "unmask the communist regime, point out its mistakes, correct communist 
lies and the distorted picture given by home media and to fight communism". 
These tasks rank second in importance after objective news, and, it would seem, 


quite clearly allocate to RFE polemical functions. 


The rank order of the third and fourth most important tasks of RFE is 
still the same for both samples, but at this point we reach a considerable 
difference in emphasis. Almost a third of 5 1 said one of RFE's main tasks was 
"to describe life in the West, the Western point of view and to maintain contact 
with the West", and an additional 7 per cent added "to draw comparisons between 
life in the West and in Poland." However, only 17 per cent of 5 2 listed this 
task. ‘The difference canmot be ascribed to the preponderantly "visitor character" 
of S 2, as actually a lower proportion of refugees than visitors mentioned the 
task in sample 2. Most probably it is the fact that over the past four years so 
many Poles have personally travelled to the West that now more reliance is 


placed on direct or reported experiences in the West, than was the case earlier.* 


* Twelve out of a random sample of 100 members of the S 2 group said they derived 
most of their knowledge about the West from personal observation or contacts 
with people who had visited the West, but only 2 per cent of 5 1 gave this 
explanation. 
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The task of "keeping people's spirits alive and helping them to resist 
communism" retains fourth place, but here again it was mentioned by almost a 
third of S$ 1 but only 16 per cent of 5 2. In this case, however, a definite 
refugee bias is revealed. Among the S 2 group this task was listed by 44 per cent 
of the refugees and only 8 per cent of the visitors (see Table on page 22). 
Evidently more visitors, many of whom are participants in comparatively costly 
tours, find their situation relatively satisfactory or are able to use other 
"morale-boosting" devices than radio, though they still look to RFE as a source 


of information and comment. 


If we group all the purely Polish tasks together (excluding for this purpose 
the anti-commumist tasks, which of course are also largely Polish, inasmuch as 
they deal with the situation in Poland), we find that 22 per cent of S1 and 
40 per cent of S 2 gave the following answers: "To maintain contact between Poles 
in the West and the homeland;"To describe their lives "3; "To broadcast about events 
in Poland and Poland's position in the world, and comment"; "To cultivate Polish 
traditions"; "To promote the Polish cause in the West". The breakdown in the table 
on page 22reveals that this increased emphasis on Polish tasks is particularly 
pronounced among the visitors in 5 2, 43 per cent of whom listed them as compared 
to 29 per cent of the refugees in that sample. It is probably understandable that 
people who planned to return to Poland were more concerned with this problem than 


people who had decided to remain in the West. 


An entirely novel task accorded_to RFE by 10 per cent of 5 2 is "To promote 


the Polish cause in the West". Perhaps this more than anything else provides 


evidence of RFE's image as a "Polish station" in the eyes of its listeners. The 
twelve percent of the visitors (compared to only 2 per cmt of the refugees ) and 
the 14 per cent of the people with secondary education in S 2 who listed this 
"task" were evidently convinced that RFE has Polish interests at heart - - or at 
least that its role is to promote these Cttereata: Three respondents (who have 
been incliuied among "other answers") actually went so far as to say that RFE's task 


was "to organize financial aid for Poland"! 


It will also be noted fromthe table on p9 that respondents from $ 2 
were asked whether the description "is very much concerned with Poland" fits RFE, 
BBC, or VOA best. Fifty-seven per cent said that it fitted RFE best, while only 9 
and 14 per cent considered it applicable respectively to BBC and VOA. At the same 


time, only 1 per cent said RFE "is not very much concerned with Poland", while 
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8 per cent and 4 per cent respectively thought so of BBC and VOA. Respondents 
in S$ 1 were not asked this question but 78 per cent of them said that RFE 
"spoke to us as one of us" and 80 per cent thought that RFE "reflected the 


opinions of the population". 


Nearly three quarters of the S 1 respondents who listed RFE tasks thought 
that RFE had succeeded completely or to a considerable extent in fulfilling 
them. A fifth said that it had only partly succeeded, and five per cent thought 
it had not succeeded at all or only to a very limited degree. Unfortunately, 
only a very insignificant number of people explained their answers to this 


question. 


The S 1 respondents were asked additionally whether they thought RFE 
helped to increase the number of anti-communists in Poland, whether it did 


the reverse or whether it had nothing to do with the situation. 


Table 11 


The majority of people in your country are already 
anti-commnists; does RFE help increase this number? Does 
it contribute to its decrease? Or does this number remain 
constant because of RFE? Or has RFE nothing to do with this 
Situation? 


Increase 74. % 
Decrease 1 % 
Constant 4 % 
Nothing to do with it 7 % 
Don't know, no answer 14 % 
Total 100 % 


484 


Number of cases 


The above table shows that three quarters of the sample thought that 
RFE helped to increase the number of anti-communists. The remarkably low 
percentage (14 %) of "don't know"answers to a complicated question of this 
kind would seem further to reinforce the impression that this image of RFE 


effectiveness is particularly clear in the eyes of respondents. And in 
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particular it shows their belief in RFH's successful fulfillment of what, 
according to them, is RFE's second most important task namely, its anti- 


communist line of broadcasting. 


A third of the respondents specifically mentioned the anti-~communist 
line when asked to explain why they thought that RFE helped to increase the 
number of anti-communists in Poland (see the table on page 2)... Twenty 
per cent said this was due to "RFE's great influence and ability to convince", 
and 17 per cent that it was "because people learn the truth from RFE and 
understand things much better*and sometimes change their opinions after listening 
to RFE." 


Only five per cent ascribed RFE's effectiveness in this respect to the 


fact that it broadcasts information about the West. 


RFE'S POLITICAL IMAGE 


Only respondents from S$ 1 were given a card listing six "political positions"; 
they then were asked which of them they thought would best characterize RFE, VOA, 
and BBC. 


Table III 


How would you characterize the political position 
yr * 9? 
of RFE, VOA, and BEC 7 RFE BBC VOA 


Extreme left 1 Ree a 
Moderate left 3% 2% 2% 
Moderate right 26% 16% 15% 
Extreme right 9% 3% 13% 
Center 14% 17% 6% 
Non—political 2% Te 1% 
Other 1% 1% 1% 
Don't know, no answer AA% 54% == 2% 
Porat 100% 100% 100% 
Number of cases 484. 484 484 
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Nearly half the sample did not or could not answer this question, 
which was, admittedly, rather difficult, particularly for Poles in whose 
country the terms "leftist" and "rightist" have different meanings when 
used by different people. For example, the liberal communists during the 
October 1956 bloodless coup called themselves "leftists" and dubbed the 
Stalinists as "rightists". At the same time, regime propaganda constantly 


uses rightist as a derogatory epithet equivalent to reactionary. 


The table shows that a quarter of the respondents characterized 
RFE's political position as "moderate right" and 14 per cent as "center". 
Nine per cent chose the description "extreme right", and three per cent 


"moderate left." 


The respondents found. it even more difficult to answer this question in 
relation to BBC and VOA. ‘More than half of them were unable to describe BEC's 


political position and 62 per cent VOA's. 


Sixteen and seventem per cent described BBC's position respectively as 
"moderate right" and "center". Seven per cent said it was non-political 


(compared to 2 per cent in the ease of RFE and 1 per cent in the case of VOA) 


VOA, on the other hand, appears to have a much more rightist image than 
either RFE or BBC. Its position was defined by 15 per cent of the sample as 
"moderate right", by 13 per cent as "extreme right" and only by 6 per cent 
as "center" (the relevant figures for RFE are 26 per cent, 9 per cent and 


14 per cent). 


Though the differences are not very large, the respondents tended to 
characterize RFE as slightly more "Yrightist" than BBC, and VOA as more 
"rightist" than RFE. 

The respondents who answered this question were then asked to explain 
their answers. Only about three quarters of them were able to do so, and 
then often in vague terms. Tables setting out the answers will be found in 


the annex. 


Of those who said RFE was "moderately rightist", a quarter explained 
that this was "because the contents of the programs indicate it", and thirteen 
per cent said it was "because RFE represents the interests of Western democracy." 
The confusion in the approach to this question emerges when the réasons 
explaining why respondents considered RFE "extreme rightist" or "center" were 


given. In the former case, 40 per cent said it was because "RFE is anti- 


communist", and in the latter "because the station is neutral and ob jective 
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n ion that BBC was. Ponte atte venti’ said they thought this was so because BBC 
| ‘neutral, objective and tells the truth". A third of those respondents who Be : in 
said BBC's post vi On was "center" felt that "the content of its programs indicated — 
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Table IV . 
sv2 ae 
Which of these descriptions fits RFE, BBC,VOA best? 
ae RFE BBC OA a 
Is forceful 45% 16% 21% | 


Is very accurate 30% 36% a is 
Is very much concerned . "i 
with Poland 51% 9% = 14% 
Is not forceful 2% an 2% if 
Is not very accurate 8% 1% 8% ‘ 


Is not very much 


concerned with Poland 1% 8% 4% e 
Other answers - * = ce 
Don't know, no answer 34% 5 6 68% 2 a 
Total ** 177% 130% 125% ee 


Number of cases 490 490 490- ; a 
- Less than } Pa er s) | Be Ayes) 
ial “More than 100 i because of sehen answers 


¥ ee 2 ay 
Bs Gr eee 


at eRe Rt Rat te eae aia et 
M Ay sbeebs at he See OL yt F wis. ar c 
7 : TS ARs, Niele lve be wot Ones tenn ages ; 
PR MeO iL h ye : hs BSD weal Sig) ralers GARE: : 
i rel Sian = Sy Ree ihe BRUM BRL ¢ ie 
zy i we i 7 yA Kart cms he ne - ae 
j Lee 
’ : a sa 4 eh Wye hh Ube 
; PA a A ae exes CU a A 
Beis aint f sia Maclean SAK TOS a a Mises), i nisi Ea ea 
he ; ai Si i 2 
x } P * 
; vi A ; o Ag wd ci 
BS Ta eee ys 1d Spee PPS, WWE: Aap iso 
i 
: ee ‘ : oy i ‘ he as , Orit “p wate ? » aaa 
a et at ip " ‘ Weare + big fee By rm kh ’ eas sat 
i ' 
4 ; ee y hehlilontedd bpets i“ ‘ "5 
oy fe mm 
; 6 ‘ A 
‘ we 
; me" : 
a” = ah v ; ; * ‘ 7, “he ath . f+ 
r. ‘ ‘ 
E ti al Bats 
‘ eis 
te ALG . PRR ea 


\ 


NN AD TRAE: ORR ae 
Bi ni nk a Ae eae 


ap Oman | a, laaeteas gn Mag oN il 


RAN yrs! She f PA Cte ee eb une Poa 


|  Aildoagchit alun’) Nant St 3 Saati 


4; ai 3 SOY eee ee ae 
meee AY ria a5 


te 


Although a large number of people did not answer this question (a third 
of the sample in the case of RFE, over half in the case of BBC and two thirds 
in the case of VOA), differences in the images of the three stations stand 
out quite clearly from the figures set out in the table on page 9. 


First of all, there is the emphasis on RFE's concern with Poland, already 
discussed above in the section on "Tasks of RFE". It will be seen that while 
57 per cent of the respondents considered RFE very much concerned with Poland, 
only 9 per cent ascribed such concern to BBC and 14 per cent to VOA. Also 
8 per cent found BBC was "not very much concerned with Poland", and only 
1 per cent thought this of RFE and 4 per cent of VOA. 


RFE was also considered as the most forceful station (the Polish word 
used was "dosadny"). While 45 per cent of the respondents thought this 
description fitted RFE best, the respective figures for BBC and VOA were 
16 and 21 per cent. 


As far as accuracy is concerned BBC leads, with 56 per cent of the 
respondents describing it as "very accurate". RFE follows with 40 per cent, 
while VOA is third with 8 per cent on this count. However, if we calculate 
the percentages on a total which included only the respondents who answered 
this question in respect of each station (i.e.excluding "don't know" answers), 


we obtain a somewhat different picture: 


Table Iy a 


is very accurate 


Is not very accurate 


Number of cases 


In view of the fact that 52 per cent of this sample (S 2) listed 


"to give true and objective information about current events" as one of 
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RFE's main task, this station's accuracy image must be considered a very 
important factor. It will be noted from thet able on page 10 that somewhat 
less than half of the people who expressed an opinion on the subject thought 
that RFE was "very accurate", eighty per cent thought this of BBC and 

25 per cent of VOA. Thus BBC still enjoys an exceptionally good reputation 


as far as reliability is concerned. 


On the other hand when this question was put negatively, only 11 per cent 
of the respondents found that RFE was "not very accurate". The respective 


figures for BBC and VOA were 3 per cent and 24 per cent. 


It should be emphasized that respondents were asked whether these 
stations were very accurate ("bardzo scisle"), or not very accurate (nie 


bardzo scisle"). Very accurate of course means more than just accurate. 


If we compare the images of RFE and BBC that emerge from the answers 
to this question, we find that the dominant characteristics of RFE are 
"forcefulness" and "concern with Poland", while the dominant characteristic 
of BBC is accuracy. A high rating for accuracy does not seem to be an 
essential prerequisite for influence, as will be seen from the findings 
discussed in the following section, which shows that RFE is considered more 


influential than BBC. 
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_ RFE's INFLUENCE 


Table V. 


Which of the three -RFE, VOA , BBC- has the most influence on 
people in your country? (s1) 


Which Western radio station has the most influence on people in 
your country? (s2) i 


Si $2 
55 % 43 % 


13 % 10 % 
4 % 5 % 


RFE and BBC are 
equally influential 14 % 12 % 


RFE and VOA are 
equally influential 4% 


Other answers 4% 
None 2 % 


Don't know,no answer 22 % 


Total 100 % 


Number of cases 490 


Both samples were asked which Western station has the most influence on 
people in Poland. In the case of 5S 1, respondents were asked to choose between 
RFE, VOA and BBC, but in the case of S 2 specific names of Western stations were 
not suggested. It is remarkable how little difference there is between the 
answers of the two samples. 

It will be seen from the above table that the rank order so far as the variant 
"influence" is concerned is the same in both samples.If the figures are corrected 
by the answers of respondents who mentioned two stations as equally influential, 


the rank order does not change.* 


* If the "equally influential" figures are apportioned, we obtain the following 


results: gl 5 2 
RFE 72 fe 58 % 
BBC 27 % 22 % 
VOA 7 % 8 % 
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The proportions of respondents in S 1 and S 2 who said BBC or VOA were 
most influential or that RFE and BBC or RFE and VOA are equally influential, 
are so similar that they can be treated as practically identical. However, 
while 55 per cent of S$ 1 said RFE was the most influential station in Poland, 
the number of respondents from S 2 who said so amounted to 44 per cent. This 
statistically not very significant difference may be partly due to the fact 
that 22 per cent of S 2 (compared to 10 per cent of S 1) were unable to 
answer the question at all and partly due to the fact that RFE was mentioned 
in first place in the formulation of the question put to $1 and not mentioned 


at all in the question put to S 2. 


_ Further examination of the data as it appears in the table on p. 30 in the 
Statistical Annex, shows that whereas 60 per cent of the refugees in S$ 2 
rated RFE as the most influential station, the proportion of visitors who 
did so was 40 per cent. Also 24 per cent of the visitors pievered "don't know" 
compared to 16 per cent of the refugees. When this is considered, the 
difference is possibly explained, since the relevant S 2 figures partaining 
to refugee answers approximate the S 1 figures, and S$ 1 is predominantly a 


refugee sample. 


In this context a look at the educational background of respondents 
in the two samples is perhaps also revealing. Among the predominantly 
refugee 5S 1 respondents it was the people with elementary education who gave 
the highest proportion (60 per cent) of answers stating that RFE was the most 
influential Western station in Poland. Among the predominantly visitor S 2 
group however, only a third of the people with elementary education (compared 
to 55 per cent of respondents with secondary and 53 per cent of the respondents 


with university education) gave RFE this high rating. 


This would indicate a higher belief in RFE's influence among refugee or 
potential refugee (disaffected) workers. We may hazard the conjecture that 
Polish workers who travel to the West as visitors (mostly to visit_relatives ) 
with the intention of returning to Poland, would include a higher proportion 
of irregular listeners than workers planning to defect. Consequently they 
would have a less clear picture of the differences between RFE, VOA, and BBC. 
However, this speculation has still to be confirmed, which will only be possible 
when all of the available material is fully processed. 


ae 


ak 
5 


- 4 sy Pi jan 


Pecty 
Pee 

_ 4 
ris 


- The belief in the preponderant influence of RFE among respondents with secondary 
or higher education did not differ significantly between the two samples. The 
Table below shows this clearly: 


Table Va 


eae 5S 2 


Hlementary Secondary University Elementary Secondary University 
| RFE 60% 35% 55% 


| VOA 3% 5% 4% 
| BBC 1% 11% 12% 
| RFE & BBO 14% : 12% 12% 
| RFE & VOA age - 2M 

Don't know 12% 28% 15% 


The above t able also shows that the relatively high belief in BBC's influence 
among respondents with secondary and higher education (as contrasted to those with 
elementary education) in the predominantly refugee sample is not shared to the same 


extent by the predominantly visitor sample. 


To sum up: the majority of respondents in both samples who were able to 
answer this question had no doubt that RFE is the most influential Western station 
in Poland. This view was held by most people with secondary and university education, 
regardless of whether they were visitors or refugees. There is a tendency,however, 
among the better educated refugees to rate BBC's influence higher than is the case 
among the better educated visitors. Among people with elementary education, on the 
other hand, greater emphasis is placed on RFE's preponderant influence by the refugees 


than by the visitas. 


Respondents were also asked "Why do you feel that RFE or VOA or BBC has the most 
influence among your counmtrymen?", but only the replies of 5 1 are so far available. 
They are fully set out in Table on page 29 ,Statistical Anmex. In the Table on page 15 


they have been grouped together in four categories: 
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Because of its true and objective 
end timely information in which 
people have confidence £5 30 26 


‘Because of its Polish character, 
its interest in Polish affairs,etc. val 4A 2 


oO 


ss ‘Other answers 18 A6* 8 


iy Don't know, no answer ba a ee 8. i 


as 


“Number of cases*** 353 40 ia A i 
includes 22 % "Because it represents the United States" ay it 

3 ; iy 
_** More than 100 % because of miltiple answers 


Only those who mentioned the particular station aN 


The above table lists the main "reasons" which respondents said 


_ For RFE, which as we have seen already most people chose, the outstanding | 
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(b) the already existing image of the most popular station 


which evokes a circular response, and 


(c) the Polish character of the station, (a factor which 


seems to crop up at almost every juncture). 


BBC's preponderant quality according to those who said it had the greatest 
influence is its popular imge. Half of the respondents who considered BBC 
the most influential Wester station ce oanae that this was so because "it is 
listened to most, is most popular, etc." The second reason why BBC was singled 
out by 26 per cent of the respondents was that station's objectivity. Only 
2 per cent listed interest in Polish affairs, compared to 21 per cent in the case 


of RFE and 4 per cent in the case of VOA. 


Seven per cent of the sample (Sl) mentioned VOA as the most influential 
station. One of the most, frequently: mentioned reasons for this influence 


was the fact that "VOA represents the United States." 


The findings discussed in the preceding sections indicate that the 
majority of the 1000 Poles interviewed had a rather clear image of RFE and its 
institutional and functional aspects. The picture that emerges is of a widely 
familiar station, very much concemed with Poland and deeply involved in the 
anti-commnist struggle, but regarded primarily as a source of reliable 
information. This is so despite the fact that on the one hmd there seems to 
be some doubt about RFE's accuracy, and on the other RFE is credited as having 


increased the number of anti~commmists in Poland. 


Projection of the West seems to be a less important component of RFE's image 
and tasks than one and two years ago, probably as a result of increased and 
direct "Western" experience on the part of larger numbers of people of the 


type that make up the majority of the sample. 
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: The majority of respondents, both refugee and visitor, consider RFE to be 
the most influential Western station in Poland, and ascribe this fact to the 
length of broadcasting time, to RFE's popularity and again to its Polish 


character. 


It is remarkable, particularly in view of the fact that there must be a 
considerable proportion of at least card-carrying commmists among the visitors, 
that RFE's image does not include any (at least overtly expressed ) suspicions 
of ulterior motives. Hardly any econ dente ascribed "subversive" or "imperialistic" 
tasks to RFE, even in guarded terms, although as will be shown in another study 
meny of them clearly remembered the themes of the attacks on RFE in regime 


media. 


The image of RFE as an unofficial station representing no clear-cut 
foreign interests, but very much concerned with the fate of the Polish people, 


probably accounts largely for this station's influence and popularity. 


The findings would seem to indicate that a further "Westward" shift of 
emphasis on the part of RFE may tend to make this station less readily 
distinguishable from other major Western broadcasters, whose influence in 


Poland, the same findings show, is considerably smaller than that of RFE. 
If this is so, then the "positive" and resultant effectiveness of RFE's 
image can be maintained only if this station continues to strike the right 


balance between projection of the West and interest in and concern for Polish 


affairs. 
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STATISTICAL ANNEX 


AGE: 


EDUCATION: 


OCCUPATION: 


Description of Sample 1 


O- 35 years 

36- 59 years 

60 years and over 
No answer 


Elementary education 
Secondary education 
University 
No answer 


Professionals 

White collar workers 
Workers 

Farmers 

Not employed 
Students 

Others 

No answer 


Number of cases 


ioe 


Per cent 
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Description of Sample 2 


STATUS: Per cent 
Visitors — 76 
Refugees 24 
100 
AGE; 
up to 55 years 60 
36 to 59 years 38 
60 years and over 2 
100 
EDUCATION: 
Elementary education 7 
Secondary education 32 
University education 41 
No answer LO 
100 
Number of cases 490 
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sample 1 


What do you think are the main tasks of RFE, VOA, BBC broadcasts to your country? 


To inform, to give a true and objective 
picture of events and comment about them 


To point out the mistakes of the commmnist 


regime and to unmask communism; to set straight 
wrong information given by the commmist regime; 
to provide an opposition and compete with home 


media. Talk about matters passed over in 


silence at home. 


To inform the audience about the West 
(USA ,UK) and give the American (British) 


point of view 


To keep people's hope alive, to help them 


to resist commnism 


To maintain contact between Poles in the 
West and in the homeland; to report about 


Poles in the West 


To provide information about the 


situation in Poland 


Entertainment 


To draw comparisons between life in the 


West and in Poland 


To educate, provide education about progress 
in science, economy, and technology; to 
bring Western ideas to Poland 


To cultivate Polish national traditions 


Other answers 


Don't know, no answer 
Tot al* 


Number of cases 


REE 


Per 


56 


29 


28 


5 
10 


250 


VOA BBG 


cent Per cent Per 


37 46 
25 20 
24 a2 
L5 13 
BHD LO 
8 8 
9 & 
9 
al 1 
6 8 
53 28 
176 174 
484 


* More than 100 % because of multiple answers 
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Sample 1 


Do you feel RFE, VOA, BBC have succeeded or failed to succeed 
in fulfilling these tasks ? 


RFE VOA BBC 

Per cat Per cent Per cent 
Completely 58 49 Se 
To a considerable extent 14 10 10 
Only partly 19 25 20 
A little or not at all 5 6 6 
Don't know, no answer 4 10 9 
Total LOO LOO LOO 
Number of cases * 444 525 546 


* Only those who mentioned main tasks for RFE, VOA and BBC 
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RFE's Image * 


sample 1 

RFE is: 

always frequently infrequently never don't know Total 

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cet Per cent 
Reliable 43 44 2 2 a 100 
Dull (tedious) a vf 46 36 10 100 
Hard hitting 46 46 4 1 1s 100 
Objective Bl 40 8 2 15 100 
Tells the truth 49 Hostile, 1 a) 10 100 
Spoke to us 
as one of us 4‘l 51. 8 2 ie 100 
Knew what was and 
what was not 
possible to achieve 42 36 6 Al L5 100 
Responsible DD vost | 2 ub 15 100 
Exaggerating 2 9 43 36 10 100 
Reflected the 
opinions of the | 
population 36 46 6 1 ne 100 
Informative 54 29 4 fy 2 100 
Said what we 
wanted to hear 37 46 4 2 LiL 100 
Tendentious . oS 7. 42 20 18 100 
Talking down to 
its listeners 2 4 19 61 14 100 
Out of touch 2 6 35 47 10 100 
Said what we 
knew anyway ny 10 48 40 ri 100 


* Number of cases 472 ( Listeners to Western stations only) 
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cod SOTA to do with it 
Pisen know, no answer 


Total 


Number of cases 
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mii 

a 
% yes, does RFE help to increase the number of anti-commmists ? 
Per cent : 

i, 
i Because of the effect of the information transmitted 3 oa 
Re ‘Because people learn the truth from it and understand ma 
things mich better. Sometimes people change their A 
opinions after listming to RFE ee, ae ips 
' : ‘i rae ; a ; Hi 
Because of its anti-commnist propaganda; Nat 
it unmasks commmism 33 ay, 
Because it has great influence and is able to convince 20 ‘ 

aM 
Because even commmists listen to it nas 4 oe 

, Ae ; tind 
Because of its information about the West; people see int 

oa the great differences in political and living conditions 5 f 
oe ; Al 
Because it is a Polish radio station st a 


Because every anti-commnist voice is good 


Because of its information about the homeland and Russia 


It maintains hope > 


Miscellaneous answers re 


Don't know, no answer 


Te yera Le ae 


Number of cases ** 


* More than 100 oe because of multiple answers : 
** Only those who said that RFE helps to increase 
the: number of apr comm ane 


| How would you characterize 
RFE's political position ? — 
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Extreme left 
Moderate left 
Moderate right 
Extreme right 
Non-political 


Center 


PB Per Per Per er 
cent cent con cent cent cent cent 
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OM aU ier 12 40 shyt ame tovge) ee 
33 6 oO Se On is By 
sause this station represents 
> interests of Western democracy - 6 i 2 6 - 25 
scause this station is neutral and | 
har and tells the truth - - 20 = 31: Ro gas 
ause this station appeals to all 
gments of the population - 13 ~ - 5 15 - 
cause this station is moderate - 6 4 = 10 “= ~ 
ause that was my impression - 6 9 i ¥ - ~ 
use this station has a very 
‘ong American orientation ~ ~ 2 2. tae = = 
se this station is 
j - - 2 5 - ~ 


C7 adios  paeceva we by 49) Warne hem 
+ know, no answer os 25 24. 10 O30) coe! Me 5O 


oa DOOs FL00)  PLORe eis 0 OOS LOG 
Number of cases ** | BN CG at een ae 70 7 4 


* More than 100 % because of miltiple answers 
Only those who characterized RFE's political position in this way 
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Why would you characterize 
BBC's political position 
this way? 


Because this station is neutral and 
objective and tells the truth 


Because this station is anticommunist 


Because the contens of its 
programs indicates this 


Because this station is moderate 


Because this station represents the 
interests of Western democracy 


Because that was my impression 


Because this station is 
procapitalistic 


Miscellaneous answers 


Don't know, no answer 


Total * 


Number of cases ** 
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Sample 1 


How would you characterize 
BBC's political position 7 


Moderate left 
Moderate right 
Non~political 


Extreme right 


Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 


ata 34 6 13 30 
~ 10 23 - 9 
- 9g 55 34 5 
ae 14 ~~ 2 5 
ai 8 - 2 3 
ie 13 - LO 9 
- uF 6 “ te 
56 21 23 18 18 
22 vay 29 21 28 
100 100 122 100 103 
9 T7 LY 82 a 


More than 100 % because of multiple answers 


** Only those who characterized BBC'c political position in this way 
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Moderate right 
Extreme right 
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Nonpolitical 
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ry would you characterize Per Per Per Per Per 
political position this way ? cent cent cent cent cent 
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4 ‘Because this station is procapitalistic - ui 13 
Bev 

Be 2cause this station is moderate = 6 
Because this station appeals to all 

ements of the population - - 2 i _ 
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Because this station represents the 

interest of Western ost eo. - 5 3 4 = 


* Wore than 100 % because of multiple answers 
Gr ** Only those who characterized VOA's political position in this way 
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Per cent Per 


** Only those who mentioned a certain station 


20: 


the most influence among your coumtrymen? _ 


“BBC 


cent Per cent 


ep 2 ~ 
Because it is listened to most; because it is 
most popular and has the greatest response . 
ss among people 35 12 | 
afi X f 
Because it has the most complete and interesting 
program schedule and covers all problems 18 12 5 
Because it broadcasts throughout the day ee, 
_ and is easy to listen to ae 2 ae 
_ Because its broadcasts are most attuned 
_ to the Polish mentality 8 - 2 
Because of its true and ob jective information; 
because people have confidence in its broadcasts 14 30 24 
Because it is a truly Polish station and 
broadcasts in Polish 6 2 - 
Because reception of this station is better | 
then of the others 6 10 5 
Because it is so anti-commnist 5 2 - 
_ Because the broadcasts are timely 1 - 2 
_ Because Poles are employed at this station 2 ~ - 
Because it appeals to all segments of the if 
population 64 >» - 2 
Because it represents the United States, the j 
greatest power in the world Ae ae - 
«Because it has been longest in operation 
- and people are used to it. Old habit 1 - 
Miscellaneous answers 8 22 
, Don't know, no answer RG cath 
ae Total * 140 | 143 116 
"Number of cases** Son. 40 131 
Mt * More than 100 % because of miltiple answers 
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